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J rom the [d1tor's <?hair 
A BUSY WEEK END, Saturday, February 12th :found me in Bradfo rd and 
Leeds , t he :following day at noon I set o:f:f to attend my f irs t 
meetin g o:f the llerseyside O •. B.B. C. British Railways did me proud: 
they got me to Lime Street dead on time. They . must have been 
aware of the importance of the occ asion . I f ound Frank Case and 
Norman Pragne ll await i ng me. I was whisked off to 1io:mian1e home 
for tea, then off to Don Webster' a for more tea: , which would make 
it app ea r that the advice t o cut down the i mbibing of the cup that 
cbeera was being ign ored. 

Then the members began to gether , and what a fr iendl y crowd 
i t was; no •war of the r oses ' on this occasion. 

Frank will be t e llin g you about the pr ogramme; personally, 
I en j oyed every minu te o:f it . I was greatly impreseed by the wu.y 
everything was arranged, and the swing with which it went :from 
s t a r t to finis h . The Leei t es were in strong :force r Bob Blyt he , 
Jack \,ood and the othe r etnunch Brook' s fans would have been in 
ttleir element had they been there . There ' s als o several humorists 
at Mers eyeide t o add t o the fun . 

AB f or t he nice comments that were made conc erning myself, 
well , honest l y , there were times when my bean was :full . Going 
home I kept :feeling a t my hat ; it didn ' t eeam to fit. 

British Railways didn ' t keep it up on the homeward journey 
for the t rai n steamed into York two hours late ; but what oared I . 
But , oil, t he -thing,, I sh ould have said if it bad happened t he 
other way round. 

My heartfelt thanks to all the members of the Jlerseyside 
o. B

1
B. c. It was well worth eight hou r s of ~ravel, and I sha ll 

remember it :for many ·a. day. 
* * * * * 
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AN AJ.IAZING COINCIDENCE, Writing about the late Gwyn Evans tricks 
a few months a go I said what a treat it would be if only we could 
read one of his bizarre stories at Chr i stm as time with a tit l e 
some t hing l ike "The Man Who Stole t he Nelson Column", f or as you 
know Gwyn did get some quaint ideas at Yuletide . 

Well, on my last visi t to the home of Harr y Stab l es I picked 
up a volume of the I Scout I a.nd looked at the i ndex. In the author 's 
list I spotted Gwyn' s name : he had wri tten ju st one story. Said 
I to mys elf , ' Hall o ' I ne ve r knew Gwyn Evans bad written fo r ' The 
Scout 1 • I turned up the page and then I stared, rubbed my eyes 
in astonishment and wondered i f I '"as seeing things . For there 
right across the page was t he title and it read - "l'he Man \.'lho 
Stole the Nelso n Monument " . Well , what do you c a ll that, coin -
cid ence , second sight or what? For on my vrord of ho nour, I had no 
mor e idea than a new born babe tbet the.t story had eve r been 
written by Gvryn Evans or anyone else . 

* * * * * 
THE AIJNUAL, Prop ortion of subs . still outstanding now eigh t per 
cent. Griev ed as I am, that 1 s a ll I am going to say about tbat . 

***** .22........!QQl I can yet ha rdly believ e th at th e big event i s so near . 
Nevertheless as soon RS this issue has caug ht the mails, I shal l be 
down t o it in earnest . There will be extra p ages f or Blakiana , 
Hamilt oniana 1111d the Nelso n Lee Column , and I shall be giving 11 

revi ew of many th ri lling experiences since No. 1 saw the light of 
day. And quite a number of those whose names appeared in tha t 
number wi ll have somethi ng to say too . 

We shall try and get it out about the usual time but if it i s 
a day or two late t here wi ll be e good excuse . 

Your s sincerely, 
liERBERr LECJCENllY • 

THE "AID/UAL" BALLar 
Here ar e the first figures in the voting. It will be seen 

that the position is extremely interesting. It looks like being 
a very close thing this yea r for all the articles are rece iving 
good support . This i s a ll to the good . There's quite a lot of 
voting papers to come i n yet. Don't forget to send a lon g if you 
bav 1n 1 t .i.lready done so, for I would like to have as nea r a hundred 
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per cen t poll as possi b le . 

1. Those Beguiling Blue Gems 
2 . Hundr ed Year s of Boys Per i odicals 
3. Br itain Invaded - Often 
4. Comic Charac t ers 
5. Bob Cherry ' s Roma nce 
6. Pet e r Fli nt 
1. Dead Han 1 s Secre t 

Conducted by J osephine Packman 

103 
99 
96 
92 
87 
87 
81 

27, Archda l e Road I Ea st fulwicb I London , S. E. 22 , 

How time fl i es . No sooner have I posted I copy' for one month 
to Herbert Leckenby tha n I am preparing th e next ! 

That special 100th number t o which we al l so eagerly l ook fo ~ 
ward is almost in our bands , so t o speak , As I l ook at the 98 
issues stand i ng side by s i de in t he boo kcase , I t hink of all t he 
years of love ' s l abou r put i n by Her bert {not forgett i ng Maurice I ) 
and I think of the vast Slllount of Bl akiana mat eria l along - enough 
to fill a vol ume of its own. Maybe when I am on t he Office Re-
t i red Lis t I wi l l type it nl l and ha ve i t made up into a compl ete 
book of Bl akiann . Quite tul idea , is n't it ? · 

What do you think of th i s? I wrote to my Austra li an chum 
Victo r Colby, ~d amongst other things I mentio ned th at , apart f ro m 
a few I good f n.i thfuls • , suppo rt i n t he way of m~terial fo r l3lakiana 
vuis r at her disheartening . Jus t about a fortn i ght l ater I recei ved 
a pa ckoge {by ai r mai l which cost 8/ - to send} , containing the 
a rtic le whi ch ap pears in this issue . The cove r ing le t ter said that 
the writer was sorry to hear of Blakiann bein g ' in distress ' nnd 
tha t he bad a t once got down to someth i ng which he hop ed would be 
of l.!,Se. Well, al l I ca n say is th i s: if l1 chum a l l those t hou
sands of miles awo.y can r ally round witho ut a ctua l ly be i ng aske d, 
I f ee l quite su re those of you in this country t o whom .Blake means 
anything at all can do the same . At lenst I am hopi ng I eha ll 
henr from some Bl ake {and my} oupporters in the nen r f ut ure , 

Thanks to Ual t er Uebb, whose special artic l e (so o li tt l e 
b~:'3- tells me} 17ill r ea ll y be ' t he goods ' 1 we s hall have a gTan d 
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Bl ak i ana sec t io n in th e 100th C. Digest. I nci de ntall y, spe.,;cing 
of Walt er , Len ho.a a l reNiy ty ped ou t some of his ea rli er se ri a l is ed 
work i n Blak i r.na an d mad e i t into a little booklet. He is going 
to ndd some more shor tl y, so it l ooks r.s though pa.rt of my pro 
pos ed vol ume wi ll be done for me - if he keeps a sp:-.r e co py! 

Wit h tb.e exce ptio n of a.bout a. dozen copies , I have nov, adde d 
another ye a r ( 1929) t o my co ll ect ion of Uni on J nck s, which run 
from the first colo ur ed c ove r in 1920 t o the end of 1928 - co m
pl et e . If nny of you he.ve c op i es for dispos:i l for th e yea r 1929 
a.nd would l et me kno w the numbers, I sha ll be very a ppr ecia tive. 

J. PACKMAN. 

EP I CS OF ESCAP E 

By Vict or Colby 
I t is inevit a ble t hat in t heir many brus h es with desperate 

criminals Sexton Bl::l.ke nnd Tink er must someti mes f ind the pen dulum 
of fate h:'\s srrung aga in st them and, unti l it s mot io n is rever sed , 
they ere i n for n grim time . 

'!'he followi ng s i tuations, rec orded i n t he Se xto n Blake Libr 
a ry , nr e r ep resentn.t iv e of me.ny su c h exper i en c es that b,ive be 
fallen the Bake r Stree t pair . 
S. B. L. 1st se r i es No. 50. 

Sexton Bl nke is bound hand and foot in a bl nzing malti ng 
tower. Tinker , be c oming A.war e of his master ' s fate , climbs a. 
tall elm tree opposite t he t ower. Cli mbi ng out on a limb n ea r 
the t op , he moves band ove r band alo ng it and th r o·::s himse l f on to 
th e t ower from the swinging branch . Fighti ng bi s way t hroug h 
dense clouds of a crid smoke , l ick ed by flames, choking and wit h 
smarti ng eyes , be cuts fr ee t he bonds of the u nconscio us Bl ake , 
an d as the fire brigade makes its be la ted appearance burls his 
helpl ess master thr oug h the window int o the jump i ng -eh ee t be l ow. 
S. B. L. 1st series No. 6 3. 

Locked i n a circular steel chambe r , stand i ng on a c r azy t a ble 
and cli nging desperately to the bars of a g:rid, is t he wear y, 1:nt
tered f orm of Sexto n Bl c.Jce, water a l ready " P t o his sbou ldera. If 
the pump outside l oses it s batt l e against th e t ide, th e chambe r 
will fi l l . Mea.mvhile t he t a ble creaks and sways , threatening t o 
c ol l apse and l eave him hangi ng f ro m the ba re un til hie numbe d 
fingers cease t o support bis wei ght . Tinke r outs ide , however, i s 
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wieldfog a heavy steel lever and att acking a riv ette d panel in the 
steel door. The loosened panel is suddenl y wrenc hed from the 
door by the weight of th e water within, the escap i ng mass s urgin g 
out and kn ockin g Tinke r flat . 
S.B. L. 1st ser ies No, 74, 

Ti nke r i s lur ed int o an ol d mine tun ne l, the roof of which 
i s suppo rt ed by r ot t en props. Some of these have been removed , 
leaving a key pr op t o be disl odged a nd bri ng down the r oof . A 
rending, splintering sound is hea rd and down comes the roof , en
veloping Tinker in a thick cloud of grey dust and fillin g his 
mouth 3nd nostrils with its choking fr agments . Although bu ri ed 
Tink e r is not daunted. The only substitute he has f or pic k-axe 
and shovel i s a short - hefted axe , and with this he sets t o work 
t o clear the fall . Guided by Pedro , Blake and a trooper arrive 
on the scene and work on the fall fr om the out side , finally reach 
i ng and saving the now unconscious Ti nker .. 
S, B. L. 1st series lio. Bo. 

A famili ar scene this one. Tinke r i s bound hand and foot in 
a locked room. How t o escape? I.fell , sometimes a bottle or a 
mirr or can be br oken, and the bonds on t he wrists c haf ed away 
(plus some of t he sk in t oo !) : or, if his master sha r es his pligh t, 
one can worr y the knots of the other's bonds with hi s teeth . In 
t his part i cula r case <> spade hangs from t he wall. Ti nk e r kicks 
it down, cuts himself free and then l itera lly digs bi s way through 
the door. 
S.B . L. 1st s er ies No. 91 . 

The scene is in Afghanistan . The Afghan has Tinke r bound 
out stretched on the back of a pony , hi s head resting on the pony 's 
neck . 110ut ther e lies a wil do r ness" , says the Afghan . w,/e give 
you to the beas t and t he vult ur e" . The pony is whipped and makes 
off at b r eakneck speed. Tinke r is bruised and groan in g in ago ny 
before the pony s t ops . Soon the sun wi ll ris e higher in the hea
vens and he wi ll bo exposed t o sco rching heat and burning t hir st. 
Soon a vulture, poising on long wings , hovers ever him wit h beak 
extende d and fi::z:es him with fie r ce , unwinking eye, t o be put to 
flight on l y by Tink er ' s despe rat e sh rill shout. None t oo soon did 
tl-io tall, bearded stra nge r e.ppeer knife in hand , to remove Ti nke r's 
L.onds .?.nd t ouch his lips Vlit h cool , l i fe-giving moi sture . 
§ ,B. L. 1st seri es No, 158 . 
Bl a',:-e has been car ri ed t o the top of a tower st aircase . Guarding 
th e stairs is a huge 1 mad bul l, pA.wing t he stai rs and sn ort in g with 
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d i s t ended nostri l s. The steps are stee p and narrow, and the bull 
can onl y r each to within a couple of f ee t of Blake . Across the 
chamber containing t be bull and pRrallel t o the steps upon which 
Bl ake i e crouched, is a steel r od. This rod is supported by t he 
ceiling beacs and runs within six inches of the roof , In the wall 
at one end of th e r od is a small apertu r e . V,hen the bull has 
settled down, Bll\lce leaps acr oss t o the rod and wor ks his way hand 
over hand along it . If the bull becomes aware tha t Blake i s 
hanging feet down jus t above him, all is l os t . Heart in mouth , 
Blake works his way ca re fully along . He gains t he apertu r e and 
swin gs into it just as the rull, with a mighty bellow, charges 
the wall in the wake of Blake ' s retreating fo nn. 
s . B. L. 2nd series No. 260 . 

Picture a blazing mill. Smoke , rising eve r t hi ck e r a.nd 
f as t er , i s eddying around Bl ake i n a blinding cloud , so that 
suf f ocation is i l:lIDinent. Blake springs fr om t he pl atform at the 
top of th e mill , l eaps bold l y out into space, and mor e by chance 
than ski ll his out stretching hands grip the uppe r edge of one of 
the sails . !.loving under h i s wei ght the sail swings s l owl y down
ward , bringing hi m w1 th i n safe jumpin g distance of the ground, 
S. B. L. 2nd series No, 342, 

Sexto n Blake and the Tube of Terro r! Blake has been hit on 
the hea d and dropped i nto a locked woo l bal e br eake r , He recovers 
consciousness and commences feverishly t o dismant l e the rotary 
spindle bris tli ng wi th kniv es , and the heavy r oil ers that ba r hi s 
way to f re edom via the suction pipe . Befo r e he has finishe d this, 
the crook outside boas t s of what will happen t o the detective whe n 
the mact in e ry i s set i n moti on. Wool i s normally dumped into 
Bl ake ' s prison , in whi ch it is ripp ed and t ossed and d rawn through 
the heavy r ollers into the suc ti on pipe . Blake fina ll y f r ees t he 
kni v es and roll ers , l ay i ng t hem aside just as the c rook swi tches on 
th e current . The kni ves can no longer whi rl , however, nor t he 
ro ll ers crush , but the suct i on buffets Blake about like a feathe r 
in a windstorm. l.'.akin g his way to the suctio n pip e, which bar e ly 
al l ows bis shoulde rs to enter, he cl i mbs in side and works bis way 
in, a i ded by the fierce intak e of air that almost robs hi m of 
br eat h . Sudden l y he i s wedged i n a bend . The te rrib le euc ti on 
t ea r s at Bl ake's sca lp and threaten• to crush hi s bod y . Merc i 
fully be is r elease d and shoots past the bend lik e a sho t f ro m a 
gun , crash i ng li ke a living . torpedo int o a huge wool bin - and safe t y, 
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s. B. L. 2nd series No. 593. 

Now for an F.d.gar Alan Poe touch! A coffin reposes on tres tl es 
in the study. Blake is asked by the spurious undertakers to sign 
a pap er with their pen. He does so , a nd is envelope d in gas from 
the top of the pen. Regaining consciousness , he ie aware of utter 
darkness and difficulty i n breatl:ing . His limbs refuse t o respond 
to the co111II1ands of bis brain . Hi.a fingers toucb something on 
which he is lying - somethi ng very cold . An odour of decay pex--
vades the place i n which he is confined . Now be knows why the 
coffin appea r ed ahnonnally deep . He is t o be buried alive. ·rhe 
coff i n is l ower ed i nto the gr ave and the last rites pe r fo:nned. 
Blake can hear the pat ter of earth on the coffin. "Earth to Earth, 
A.shes to Ashes". Blake wants to shriek, but no sounds come from 
bis parted lips . The mourners have departed, and it now remains 
only for the sexton to fill the grave . The hea t is terrific and 
br eathing painfu l . Per sp ir atio n streams from Blake until - mira -
culous l y it seems - the detect i ve regains his powers . Using his 
revolve r he blasts the lid off the coffin, and choking with cordite 
fumes be staggers back into the world of the living . 

* How about this one? (Can ' t recall the refe r ence) 
Blake and Tinker have been t hrown int o a de reli ct hulk and 

bat tened beneath the hatches. In the botto m of the hulk are a 
numbe r of bol es, so that tidal wat er can thus flo od the bulk com
pl etely . Only one way out appears pract icable . One bole is large 
enough to cr awl through , but as the hulk is rest in g on a bed of mud 
this hole is practica ll y shut off . If only they cou l d float the 
bulk! A l arge deposit of clay is found on the fl oor of the bold , 
and working against time Tinker and Blake dive again and again 
through the rising water, grabbing handfu l s of clay and packing it 
into all crevices from which ai r in t he bold can escape . Will 
the trapped air provide sufficient buoyance to lif e the bulk? In 
grim silence the Baker Street pai r tre ad water and wait . Suddenly 
with shudde r s and strai ns against the suction of the mud, t he bulk 
lifts, mk3.i ng only a desper ate div e necessary t o reach t he now 
uncovered bole, and so to crawl to oute r safe t y. 

Union J a ck !lo. 1240 . "The case of the friend of ilay Cubitt" 
by A. Skene . This is .r. "Zenith" story . The incidents describ ed 
by Mr. Colby a r e all to be found in Chapter Six . 

JOSI E PACKMAII. 
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S.B . L. 3rd series !lo. 49. 
Blake and Tinker are retreating before a blazing tommy-gun. 

They lock themselves in a basement room, in which is a cupboard 
containing paraffin . Bulle ts pierce the outer door and se t light 
to the paraffin cupboard, so that death appears immine nt - ei ther 
fr om bull ets outside or suffocation in s i de the room. Behind an
other cupboard, however, an i r on doo r i s discovered leading int o an 
underground canal, waist deep with silt and water and terminating 
i n arches probably filled to the roof. Investigation sho ws tbat 
a Post Off ice la tti ced duct runs thro ugh th e canal ne ar the r oof 
and into its a,in tunnel beyond. Bl ake and Tinker drop into two 
half - empty mail trucks as they come past, and lying flat on their 
fa ces they travel the four miles to the G. P. O., t o arrive at the 
mail stat i on, where they are greeted by exclamations of surprise 
from the Post Office Officials at the sight of t hem and th e sound 
of Tinke r ' s cheery 11All change, Guv1 nor ". 

********•* .. ******** ...... *** 
1st series No. 50 "Whose was the Hand 11? Allan Bl air . 

63 1-r'he Sec ret of the Hulk" . Andrew Murray. 

74 "Across the Divide". W. Murray Graydo n. 
80 ''rhe Bath Chair Myste ry" . Andrew Murray . 

91 'The Red Crescen t' '. Andrew Murray. 
" 158 ''rh e Case of tbe Undi scharge d Bankrupt" . 

Andr ew !.!urray . 
2nd " 260 "The Crime of Convict 13". W. !furr ay Graydon. 

" 342 ''rhe Mill of Fear" . Lester Bidston . 

" 593 "The Bor ough Council Ramp". Paul Urquhart . 
3rd 49 ''l'he Affair of the Bronze Basilisk 11

• 

Ant hony Skene . 

*********** *********** **•* 
UNION JACK TrrLES - YEAR 19 21 

No. 899 The Turkish llath Mystery . (Kew) 
" 900 The Drington Bank Mystery. 
" 901 Crooked Eviden ce . {Crim. Con.) 
" 902 The Soho Cafe Mystery . 
" 903 hon Island. (Fer rer a Lord) 
" 904 The Raven ' s Prey. {Raven & Claire Deliele) 
" 905 The Case of the Governor' s Son. 
" 906 Trader and Chief 

A. Murray. 
II. Poole. 
R. Murray . 

s. Drew. 
F. A. Symonds . 

C. Hayter . 



No, 90 7 The Menace of Ryl ands llanor L. H, l!rooks 
" 9o8 The Crooks of Monte Carl o P,Quiroule , 
" 909 The Case of the Cli nese Hypnotist, {Raven) F.A.Symonds , 
" 910 The Black fuchess, ( Crim , Con. Ysabol de Fere) R. Murray. 
" 911 The Green Eye . L, H. Brooks , 
" 912 The Te nns of t he Wager. (Losely & Lobangu) C. Hayter . 
" 913 The Kestrel I s Prey . (Kestrel ) L. Jackson , 
" 914 The Judge ' s Experimont , W, I.!, Graydon , 
" 915 Granite Grant's Mission . (G. Grant) P. Quiroule, 
" 916 The Fourth llitnesc . (Crim . Con. ) R. Murray, 
" 917 The Wager of Death . E,S , Brooks , 
" 918 The Affair of th e Exiled Princess, (Raven) F,A, Symonds, 
" 919 The Case of the Thirteenth l!cwl, (Nihil) A. Skone. 
" 920 The Convict ' s Cipher C, Hayte r . 

921 The St r ange Case of the Edgware Recluse . L. H. Brooks. 
922 Kestrel's Intrigue, (Kest r el ) L, Jackson . 

'' 923 The Raven and the Ruby, (Raven) F,A.Symonds , 
" 924 The Radium Thieves. (G, Grant) P, Quiroule , 
" 925 The Sarc.cen' s Ring. A.Edgar. 
" 926 The Artiste of Traverne, C. Hayter . 
" 927 Mr. Reece ' s lfillion , (Cr i m. Con, & Yvonne ) R. Murray . 
" 928 The Return of Zenith the Albino. {Zeni th) A. Skene, 
" 929 Prince Pretence, (Kestrel ) L. Jackson , 
" 930 Dr, l!raxland's Exper i ment , L. H. l!r ooks . 
" 931 The Case of the Ampur Carpet , 
" 932 The Clue of the Missing Volume. 
" 933 The Tre asu re of Kao Hang. 
" 934 The llonoy Flood, 
" 935 The Case of the Channel Swimer , 
" 936 Lobangu•s Ju-Ju . {Lose l y and Labangu) 
" 937 The •cor ner • in Qui nine , (Zenith) 
" 938 'l!le Grey Parrot, (Dr, Xavier Queed ) 
" 939 The Clue of the Yellow Dust, 
11 940 The Fat al Hour. 
" 941 Cross Trails, {Hon. J. Lawless) 
" 942 In the Grip of ilnldo , (R. \/aldo) 
" 943 The Marsh Farm Myst ery . 
" 944 I n the Midst of Famine , 
" 945 Besieged in Mala bar , {Cavendish Doyle) 
" 946 Diamond I.lad, ( Crim, Con. ) 
" 947 His Cousi n ' s Decoy, 

G,B,Teed . 
L. Jack son , 

C. Hayter. 
A. Skene, 
F, A, Symonds, 
L. H. Brooks . 

A. lolurre.y. 
E .. S. 13rooks. 
L. H. Brooks . 
L. Jackso n . 
W. M.Graydon . 
R, l,furray , 
L, Jackso n. 
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No. 948 The \fond er I.Ian' s Challenge , ( Valdo) 
" 949 The Fl ower of th e Etbais. (Lose ly) 
" 950 The Fur Thieves . (The Lloonslayer) 
" 951 The Case of th e Tattooed Dagger. (G.Grant ) 

} J F)H)Jr f OI) j F) J)F) 
Compile d by HERBERr LECKE!!BY 

E, S. Bro ok s. 
c . Hayte r. 
S. Gordo n. 
P. (.\liroule. 

ONE THING LEADS TO ANOTHER: As a r eeul t of L!r. J . T . l!andley's 
letter i n the "Sunday Express " rece ntly, he had several lett e rs 
from old readers of t he Gem and Magnet. Among them was Mr. John 
L. Juke s of Bournem outh. Mr. Handley kindly put me in t ouc h with 
Mr. Jukes and I am very gl ad he did for a lre ady I have had seve r al 
mos t i nt eres tin g letter s from Mr. Juke s . Here i s an extr act from 
one of the m. Witho u t a doubt it will appeal to a ll Hamiltonians . 

Dear Mr. Leck en by , 

Reedley , Lin dsay Road, 
Bournemouth West . 
15.1 . 55. 

I am very gl ad you wer e able to send me 1ir. Chapman1 s 
address. I wi ll most certai nl y 1vrit e to h im ere long th ough 
I do not think be will remember meet i ng me fo r it was a lo ng 
time ago. The ci rcumst ances were t hese, i n 1914 , June to be 
exact, I was on a London holiday wi th some of the chaps from 
my schoo l in Birmingham . One afternoon we c hance d to find 
ourse lv es outs i de t he magic port als of The Amal gamat ed Presa 
in Farri ngdon St r ee t. Someone su ggeste d g oing in and demand
in g, as r egu lar readers , t o see The Edito r , Frank Richa rds and 
the art ist .vho dr ew the picture s . Being a Prefect in charge, 
it automat i cally became cy job to be s pok esman so I ente r e d 
the port als and tackled t he commissionaire. Wearing our brand 
n ew blaze r s comple t e with posh badge thereon a l so equa lly new 
sch ool ca p be evid enta lly t hough t we we re some big college out 
for a do. Anyway we were ush er ed into a wait i ng ro om wi tb much 
r es pe ct a nd t o l d to wait. bly six companions got cold feet an d 
walked out l eaving me to it . A few minutes 't ater I was ushered 
upwards in a lift and i nto the Presence. I was s oon put at my 
ease ,rlth a cup of te a and a biscuit . Hintm griM ed and said 
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i t 1 e not quite Bunters s tyl e but you 1 re welcome . In tl:.e room 
was anothe r man with a batch of drawin gs in his hand . Thie 
was llr. Chapnan . We shook hands and , givi ng me the d r awings 
to l ook at, left th e office. Hinton was v ery friendly and 
waved my youthf ul apologies aside . He asked a lot about my 
school and told me he knew Birmi ngham very well naming two 
people with whom we were mut ua l l y ncquainted. He shov,ed me 
a further ba tch of drawings and rough sketches some of which 
wer e for the Gem. Late r Mr. Chapman returned and handed me a 
squA.re of co.rdb oard. with a special l y dr avm pi c ture of :Bunter 
thereon. For years I treasured that picture, even took it 
ab r oad with me but it is now gone . \'/here I know not. I was 
wi t b Mr. Ilin t on for over an hour and the expr ession on my 
companions faces when I finally emerged into Farringdon Street 
is somet hing I sha ll never forget. They had t o wait fo r me 
because I had al l the bus far es and knew my way about ! 

J . L. JUKES. 

i:el l that was by no means Mr. Jukes' only associat io n with 
Fleetway House for as wi l l be seen by an extract from ano t her 
letter i n th e ' Lette r Box' he is an artist whose work has appeared 
in the A.P. comics - the rea l comics - for many years . 

--- - - ooOoo----- -

Some tim e ago Anthony Baker aske d if anyone oould say what 
th e •import a nt announcement • announced by Mr. Down near the end of 
t he Magnet ' s career refer r ed to.. Well, Roger J enk in s says it 
concerned the fo rmat ion of a Bunter Clu b. The sud den demise of 
tbe Magnet evi dently put an end t o that iden. Nevertheless, there 
are Clubs today where the name of Bunt er is often heard , and will 
be , I venture to sa y, for many a ye~r yet. 

*******" 
A recent 11York sh i re Even i ng News" p l acard r eadz 

LODER ' $ FIN E BO rl LIJIG 
FOR 11.c . c . 

For the benefi t of those who do not foll ow cricket closely, 
may explain that the bowler ' s name is spe lt 'Lo ade r '. Possi bly 

th e 11Eveni ng News 11 man r esponsible for t he placard was an old 
11Magnetit e11 but he would find it difficult to find an occa.eion when 
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the bully of the Sixth made hi msel f useful at cricke t . 

* * * * * * * 
Gerry All ison stuck hie neck out and no er ror when be wrot e 

his article about Har ry Wharton . Her e are t wo more r e plies from 
Eric Humphr eys and Ron Cr oll ie, Eric ' s first. 

\VEO SHALL BE Ci,."iTJJN? 
By Eric Humphreys 

I was ve ry intrigued by that really grand article by Gerr y 
Allison in the Janua r y c. D. on Harry Wharton - Captain or Hero? 

Gerry certainly did not spare riharton , e.nd although I knew 
full wel l of hie hot - temper, pride, and somet imes easy way to take 
offe n ce . It did come as somethin g of a shock t o find that Wharton 
could be doubted so much as t o whether or not he was best equipped 
to be captain and leader of his Form. 

Harry Wharton has al ways bee n, and still is my favourite 
characte r in schoolboy fiction; and altbough he is touchy , hasty -
tempered, and at times wilfu l. Re is yet more honest, t ruthful, 
coo l i n an emergency and mor e so lo yal . He has proved himself to 
be a good Bead Boy, and a f i rst - rate capta i n at games, and at no 
ti me has his posit i on as Captai n really seriously been challenged . 

1.7barton 1s grea test enemy i s bis own stu bborn nature, and the 
elements in the school who mostly come up agai ns t him are such 
fellows as Skinner & Co. (who really do not count) and this is 
promoted more by a feeling of jealousy and a desire to hurt him 
than anything else , Smithy it i s true has f ought him on more than 
one occas i on for the captaincy and successful ly too; but Smit hy 1 s 
methods of obtaining votes are well known - tea in the study and 
othe r such br i bery. \lharton certain l y woul d not stoop to this . 

However, be that as it may, Gerry has eet down Wharton 's 
faul t s and his virtues in no mean manner and the only tm..ng I can 
do is t o enla rge on these , and this I am not go in g to do. 

1.,hat I want to know is, if not Wharton as Captain of the 
Remove, then whom? 

Lord Maulevere r is most l y portrayod as a l azy, good- natured, 
easy - goi ng fellow, and most of the Remove think hi m not over en -
dowed with brains . He stuck to Wharton t hrough thick and t hin in 
the first 11Rebel Series" , and was , agains t his wil l, ma.de Captain 
of t he Form, Perhaps that ls why he did not make a ve r y good j ob 
of i t . But Mauly bas shown that be can lead on more tha.n one 
occasion; in the "High Oaks " series he ru l ed the Remov e with a 
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rod - of .. ir on and showed a st rength of cha ra cter t hat r eally sur-
prised them. His ste rling qualities wer e never better shown than 
in the "Crum Series" . Mauly i s a force to berockmodwi t h. 

•/h:.t about sunny tempered Bob Cherry? I s he the man? He is 
good at games , everyone likes him, and he has no enemi es. But he 
is very impulisve, acts first and thi nks afterwards. 

In the ea r l y Magnet sto ri es Frank Nugent was a great fighting 
man and first c l ass at games. But nowadays he is well down the 
li s t as a boxer , and cannot get a r egul ar place in the Remove 
f oot er or cricket teams . 

Forth r igh t, de pendable, Johnny Bull . Good at games, steady 
in c l ass , a r ea l fight er to the end. J ohnny is a slow starter and 
takes a l ong time t o see a poi nt . But once be gets his teeth in -
to a. thi ng a.a i t were , he sticks . Honest as the day is long, he 
has a gre at regard for tbe tru th , rut tact is certainly not bi s 
strong point . He often gets bumped by his exas per ated pals for 
telling them "I told you so ! 11 

Hurree Singh i s as quick-witted and shrewd as any fellow in 
the Form~ He is a sp l endi d footballer, and perhaps th e best 
bowl er in t he lo wer school . But like Wharton , is at tim es in -
cl in ed to sulk. 

A character unique in sc hoolb oy fic t i on is Vernon Smith . 
Smit hy is, witho ut doubt, one of tb e greates t persona li ties at 
Greyfri:irs . He is very shre wd-beaded and keeps coo l and calm i n 
an emergency. But he is also very arrog ant and wilful , and v,hen 
his temper i s roused - which is often - can be impl aca ble . He 
is a skilful pl ayer at botb cricket and football , but too often 
tries t o go th rough on bis own, and would much r ather score ;.a JOll.l 
himoelf than pass to another playe r . He l oves noth ing bett e r 

than taking a risk, and having a tilt at Authority . Hard as a rock 
is Smit hy ! 

What a diff erenc e to Smithy is his pal Tom Redwin g. Redwing ' s 
friendship and l oyal ty t o Smithy hassaved the Bounder on countless 
occas ion s vtben he bas been kicking ove r the traces . 

High up in fo rm work and good at games , he is one of the most 
popula r fellow s in tbe schoo l. And t here is no doubt he hSB f ew 
superiors in the Remove. 

Peter Todd is another of the Remove' s all-r ou'riders; good a"\ 
game s, and cer tain ly not backward in c l as s. Peter has more than 
once tried to cak e Study !lo. 7, top-study, and wi tb better material 
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might have succeeded . Be is a great man with his f i sts , and when 
he first came to Gr eyfriars beat Bob Cherry in a fight to prove he 
(Toddy) was "top dog" i n t he Remove. A very capab l e chap - Pete r 
Todd. 

Samson Quincy I ffl ey Fie ld is another great sportsman. Ver y 
l evel - headed , Squi f'f certainly knows his way about. 

Tom Brown from New Zealand and Mark Lin l ey are two more c haps 
who cou nt fo r something in the Form. l,iark , indeed, has acted as 
Head Boy on the occasions when rlharto n ha,, fa ll en foul of J.!r. 
Quelch. But to me he does not quite seem to ring the bell, he 
has I nt got the firmness or cont rol that miarton has, 

Tom Brown is a good ch!lp , but we do not hear quite enough of 
him . His chief aspiratio ns to fame seems to be hi s rad io set. 

Well there is an outline of a few of Quelch' s be st boys. I ' ve 
tried t o set down their vi rt ues and their failings as best as I am 
able , from what I have read of Frank Richard ' s descriptions . 

Are any of these more wor thy than P.barton t o be Captai n of the 
Form? For myself - 11I think not! 11 

What do you think? Who shall be captain of the Remove? 

Dear Herbert , 

*****•***** 
17 Osborne Road, Hornc hureh, Essex. 

24.1 . 55, 

I read wit h int ens e int e r es t the art icle on Harry Wharton by 
Gerry Allison in t he January C. D. How typical of the world is 
this attitude ! 

Gerry's artic l e i s a fin e piece of reason i ng but, oh how he 
misses the point ! Having read those ear l y numbers of the 11U.a.gnet 11 

can be not see that, but for ~1barton, there woul d not have been a 
Remove that anyone would want t o Captain . 

When Whart on came t o Greyfriars, :Bulstr ode was cock of th e 
-walk over e collection of unru l y junio r s that had no et anding in 
th e schoo l at all. It was Wharton who founde d the Remove Cric ket 
and Footba ll Cl ubs, the Remove Dramatic Society , and who l ed the 
r evolt t ha t resulted in the Form' s exemption from fagging. Having 
get things ni ce l y or ganised, so to speak, flbarton was continually 
challenged by those e,ho though t they could do the job bet t e r , from 
Bulstrode t o Vernon Smith. 

I agree with Gerry Allison that Squi ff woul d have made a good 
captain, BUI' on ly if Whart on had been cont inua lly at han d to advise 
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and IUSPIRE in times of cri sis , as he di d durin g that long peri od 
when Bulst rode r egai ned t he capta i ncy . 

The gypsy Nadesha was ri ght , Wharton was a born l eade r despite 
~ensit ive p ri de , and never was th i s more apparent than when things 
wer e going wr ong . 

RON CROLLIE. 

POO'TED PERSONALTII ES: No. 9 (Nev: Series ): 

HERBERI' VERNON- Slil'l'H 
I n th e Bound er of Gr eyf ri a r e we have one of th e finest pieces 

of ch arac t e r painting in t he whole of sc hool boy literature. The 
Bounder •s na t ure was c le v erly deve l oped with the passing of t he 
yea r s . Even in the early days whe n he firs t appea r ed, though many 
of the pen pi c t ur e s ab out him were over - draffll, he waa, to a largo 
ext e nt , belie vable as t he spo il ed, moth erl ess son of th e hard 
millionaire . 

\'fell - remember ed is the ear l y series , about 1912, when he suc 
c ess fu ll y oonspired to bring abou t the r emoval f r om Gr eyf riars of 
Harry Wharton and hi s chums, one af t er the ot her , a whol esalo 
exodus which was on ly hal ted by "BOB CHERRY' S BARRING OUT". Ver y 
far -f etched though the t heme was, the series ran g the bell , even 
if th e pard onin g of Smithy, aft e r his wickednes s , took some swal 
lowing . Even in tho se days , as through a gl a'Ss da rkl y , we saw 
something of a bet t er Bounder. In 11UNCLE FISH " he r edeemed tho 
brac el e t whi ch Haze lden e had pawned , and r eturned it an onymousl y 
t o l!arj ori e , while in t he c l umsily titled "THE SCHOOLBOY TRIPl' :.JIS" 
he showed a wonderful patience towards the errin g Haze ld ene who bad 
sto l en £20 from him and had then s tru ck Smithy sens eles s wit h a 
r ock. 

fut it wa s with t he coming of Redwing in 19 18 t ha t th e rea l 
character of t he Bounde r begnn t o be r evealed , Md we c ommented 
u pon the f ine fr iendshi p between these tw o in the Potted Personal 
ity on Redwing , a few months ago . 

It i s my opinion t hat th e best series about Verno n- Smith are 
to be f ound in th e ye a rs 1925 - 1934. The Dallas Series, which 
r esu l ted in the depa rture of Redwin g from Gre yf ri ars, began t o 
bring th e Bounde r re a ll y in t o his own aa one of the truly gr ea t 
cha ract ers , and this was f ol lowed by many ya r ns showing ue the 
best and the wors t of Vern on-Smith. Then came the Sout h Seas 
seri ~s , our f i rs t introduction to Soames , the Kenya se r ies , and 
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tbe memorable Smedley series. Personblly, I was less happy ove r 
the Bert i e Vern on se ri es of 1939, masterfully - written though this 
serie s was, for the harsh and obstinate folly of th e Bounder was 
not relieved in any way by that sterling side of his character 
which we have seen so often_. 

&nithy ' s fa t her, t oo, was subtly develo ped fro m the repu l sive 
money-l ender of red-cover days i nto th e hard-he aded financier of 
later years, one of the re ally outstand ing adult characters of the 
Magnet. 

In con clus i on , it would be interesting to know just bow many 
times the Bounder has been expelled. Quite a few dozen, methinks . 
His luck is phenomenal . 

***'***** 
MAG!IEI' TrrLE s (Cont ' d), 1388 . Ructions in Rome1 138 9.Pe ril in the 
Ai r; 1390. A Tyrant Rules Gr eyfr i ars1 1391.The High Hand; 1392 . 
The Greyfriars Storm -Tro op ers ; 1393 . The Sec r et of the Vaults; 
1394. The Secret Seven1 1395. Fooled i n the Fifth; 1396 . The 
Dictator of Greyf r iars; 1397. The Broth erhood of Justice; 1398. 
A Traitor in the CampJ 1399 . The Schoolboy Sl eutbJ 1400 . Putting 
Paid t o Prout ; 1401. Christmas at Hilton Hall; 1402. Hunt ed Downf 
1403. The Fugitive of the Moor ; 1404. Coker'• Cousin comes to 
Greyfriars; 1405 . The Mischief -Maker of the Remove; 1406 Down on 
His Luck; 1407. Foo l's Luok; 1408 . The Schemer of the Remove. 

~ : Collec tors' lliscellany (5th series) l, 2, 4 . S . P.C. 2&-32. 
GE()llGE _l4ELI,1 ___ 49 GRACEFI~L_D G_All.DENS, srREAT![Al,!, LONDON, s . W.1 6 • .. 

WANTED: S. 0 . L's complete, reasonable condition. No' s 322 , 325 1 

352 , 367 , 370 , 374, 379, 385, 391, 394, 395, 397, 400, 403 , 407. 
Al so 19 39 Holid ay Annual . Your valuations asked. D. HABRISON, 
5~. l_(f:Rl'O~- l!ANSIONS, LONl>ON, _ s.~ W. 20._ 

WANrED: Nelson Lee l et New Series, 1926 - 30 1 No' s 1 1 6, 16 , 33, 
35 and 50 . Also lloneter Li brariea. R. W. PAYNE, 5 BUGBROOKE ROAD, 
GA!TO~, _lWI!l'_HANTS. 
Early llagnets, Gems, Nelson Lees, Holiday Annua l s, and sim ilar OR 
Cash given fo r 1954 Tom lier ry and :Bunter Annuals . Two :Bunter Books; 
ot~e r . ~>:C.h""!i!~• _ inyit ed ,. _DA nDSON, _ .35 _ CAT.H.EDJIA1. SI'~! . ?.1:J.'.~.CJ?.~'. _ 
For Sales IIB8J1ets and Gems 1934 - 39, Write for details. A. S. 
~ . 11 ACKERGILL STREEl', WICK, CllITHNESS , SCC/rL.\.ND. 
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By Jack Wood 1 NOSTAW1 328 Stoc kton Lane 1 York. 

Well, as the c l o,ms in al l the circuses , and especially those 
circuses so popular with our erstwhile authors , used t o say, "Here 
we are again", and this month I want to resume our tour of the St . 
Frank's district by telling the story of -

ST. FRANK' S v THE GRAWIARIAIIS 

It i s a long story . How long I did not fu ll y appreciate bow 
long until I began to look through my files for material for this 
article. It may well be, in fact, that our r,ortby editol'-in-chief 
will have to cut us off in mid-article, so if that is so I apologis e 
in advance; the sto ry will then be continued in April . 

The s tory of the rivalry between the boys of St . Frank's and 
those of Ba.nnington Grammar School bas been wel l documented by 
Edwy Sea r les Brooks from the ea rliest days of the llelson Lee Lib-
r ary . The first referenc e I find is in Sma.11 Ser i es 125 , The 
Mystery of the Blue Volume, where we begin with Nipper, who is by 
now sett li ng down to his new sphere as Ancient House junior captain, 
accepting a sarcastic challenge fro m Bob Chris tin e , j unior captain 
and College House leader . 

Nipper, s norting at tbe lack of Ancient Bouse re presentation 
in the junior foo tb all ll, decides to beard Bob in Stud y Q. He 
finds him in th e Common Room and in the cou r se of an argument as to 
th e l'leri ts of Ancien t House football, Bob r ashly says that if the 
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Ancient House win a Bouse game the following day , they can have 
the Bannington fixture "as a pre sent 11

• 

Oh, ra sh youth! Bob, of course, expected to win by about 
ten goals to nil. There hadn't been a junio r Bouse match fo r years, 
and the challenge was general l y r egarded as a farce . The teams 
l i ned up :- Ancien t House: Hand.forth; Hubbard , Church5 Armstrong, 
llcClure, watso n1 Tregellis-West, Owen, !lipper (Bennet t), Griffith 
and Farman. College House: Nation; Turner, Page; Freeman , Steele, 
Yorke; Old.field , Ta l madge, Christine, Clapso n and Barron . 

Within five minutes Nipper had sco red! Talmadge equal i s ed 
just before half time, and late in the second ha l f Sir Montie go ~ 
the winning goal to give the Foss ils the match - and the Grammarian 
fixture. 

But even then it was not all plain sail ing. Fullwood and the 
Nuts tried to quee r Nipper ' s pitch wi t h a false 'phone message of 
influenz a at the Grammar Schoo l, but Nipper was to "fly" to fal l 
for that! 

"The Grammar School proved to be an imposing es t ablishment. 
But it was modern co mpared to St . Frank 1s 1 and not half so good 
reall y. " Arthur Gray, Fourth Form skipper, and his men wer e on 
Little Side waiting for the St. F'rank 1s team, and , of cou rs~, con -
fident. St . Frank's took the lead t hr ough Famo.n, but the Gr am-
marians were good footbal l ers and were one up at the i nterval in a 
first c l ass gome. 

Nipper equal ised for a "more scientific" St . Frank 's and 
Owen and Farman added other gools . A fou~two win gave the Ancient 
House great de li ght - they bad fought for their r i ghts of fair 
re presen t ation in the junio r XI, and had got them. 

The edventure of the Bl u e Volume and the finding of bidden 
l oot and the capturin g of the thief began on the journey home when 
Nipper bought the book for s ixp ence from "Old Spragg' s " second he.nd 
bookshop behind the High Street . Brooks a l ways had this capacity 
for li n.lcing up e vividly desc r ibed football match withbie main plot. 

Three issues l ater in 128 , l'be Mystery of the Pink Package, 
in which Nipper & Co. turned the tables on some crooks who invo l ved 
Sir Montie in t he t heft of the pack ag e from the safe whil e t he 
juniors were attending a party at Sir Jamee Massington ' a Bannington 
Hall. It foll owed the basic pl ot of 125 in tha t the party was, in 
addition to being Sir James ' s daughter's 17t h birthday, a celeb r a
tion of the finding of t he Maesingto n gold plate in 125. 
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This second game was also on the Grammaria n~ gro und, and the 
st . Frank 's team , now fully representative , had the redoubtab l e 
Handy in goal for the first time . ralmadge, Nipper and Farman 
scored f or the visitors and Gray and his men could only muster a 
couple . Sir Montie mysteriously disappeared for some time at the 
end of the game in connection wit h the main plot. 

In 209, The Duff er of St. Frank's , we turn to cricket . Nipp er, 
expelled through th e machina tions of pre f ect Walter Starke , has 
returned in th e guise of Algernon Cl arence D' Albert and has failed 
to s ecure a chance from jun ior captai n De Valerie to p l ay cricket. 
Wandering round on his own searching for clues to Starke ' s real 

att e.cker, Nipper finds solace in some net prac t ice with Elliott and 
Barlo:·,e , th e Bannington and Helmford junior skip pers , nt the Grammar 
Schoo l g round. 

As a resul t, it will be recalled, Nipper , as D' Albert , was 
given a chance as a subst i tute in the Helmford team and more or 
l ess beat St. Frank I a off bis own bat! 

In 276, The Lancashi r e Lad , foo tball at the Grammar School -
St . Frru1k:1 s don ' t seem to play at home very o~en, do they? -
i s tied up with th e advent ure s sur rounding newcomer Dick Goodrin . 
It was the first game of th e season , and Nipper 's exper imental 
team was: !landforth; Talmadge, Hart; Pitt, Watson, Yorke; De 
Valerie , Tregel li s- \:est , Nipper, Somerto n and Christine . 

Even Gulliv er enjoyed a fast game, though he, Full•ood and Bell 
were only waiting to go on to the Foamin g Bowl Inn to consp ire with 
Colmore and Naggs, Goodwin ' s enemies . St. Frank' s scored through 
De Vale rie, Sir Montie , Somerton and De Val eri e again, with the 
Grammarians replying with only two. 

In 314, '!'be Demon Cricke t er , v,e bad a reflection of the D' Albert 
episode. 1'bis ti me it was Jerry Dodd, a newcomer forbidden by 
his f ather to play cricket , who was the cent ral figure. Disguised 
as Tomothy 1'ucker be and Nipper battered t he Grammarians' bowling 
t o give St . Frank' s a thrilli ng victo ry. This was r evenge fo r a 
defeat the previous week at St . Frank ' s. 

The Grammar School ground was surrounded by shady trees , with 
pavilio ns for jun ior s and sen iors. Arthur Grey was still capt ain 
and the Gr ammarian team included , too , Gordon, Davis, Collins and 
Gregg, who with Grey , wer e al l 11not" batsmen • Howell , Bates, Fel l
bury , Benson (a Grammarian " Handy" with a fo rci ng sty l e), Green 
and Browne a Bates and Davis were the main bowlers. 
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I n 329, The Mystery Footbal l er, we are in tbe famous series 
wben Reggie Pitt , to save bis family fortu nes, becomes a pr ofess 
ional footballer as Abdulla, the Arab out si de right of Bennington 
Town, a League team for the first time. It is Pitt ' s superb 
play which e nables St .. Frank ' s to gain a home victory over the 
Grammarians in the opening game of the season . 

Arthur Grey , it is said, is now a sen i or and their team is : 
Bates; Hayford, Gregg; Collins, Bowell, Freeman; Browne, Davis, 
Gordon , Benson and Greene. st . Frank 1 s turned out: Handforth; 
Yorke, Burt on1 Church, Talmadge, S0merton1 Chris tin e, Grey, Nipper, 
Tregell is- ilest and Pitt. ( I know1 lik e other au thors, Brooke 
always named his team s left to ri ght - or was th at correct in 
1921?), Pit, Nipper, Pitt and Pitt agai n scored to give the 
Franconians a 4 - 3 win i n a great game. 

Coming now to an important number, 436, A Rod of Iron, which 
in tr oduces the Moor View girls and is in t he Bueter Boots ser ies . 
St reet , the new captain , and the Grammarians find Boots and his 
team of personal friends easy meat and bad rammed home 19 goa l s 
without reply a t hal f-tim e . I n the second half, Buster and hie 
pals tried rough- house t acti cs, r esu ltin g in the Grammarians 
walking off , 

Nipper & Co. then took over the match with a House Team. Grey 
and Nippe r had given St. Frank' e a one goal lead when Boots & Co. 
st arted a riot which ended the game and disgraced the school with 
the gir l s. It was the beginn in g of the break in Boots ' rule o f 
iron ! 

De Valerie was to the fore in 448, The School Museum Mystery, 
the open ing story in one of Brooks 1 s best se ries. This was the 
Dr. Karnak series in which De Valerie came under the doctor's 
hypno tic spell. Fortunately he had recovered sufficiently to 
play against t he Grammarians, the opening game of the tern at St , 
Frank's. In a breathless tussle Nipper headed in the first goa l 
but t he Grammarian s equal i sed befo r e th e interval . In the sec ond 
half !lipper had a penalty saved and De Valerie, seeing Dr . Karnak , 
missed a "sitter 11• Afterwards he was a li stless "passenge r 11 e.nd 
the Grflllllllarians got the winning goal. Yes, E.S.B . certainly knew 
bow to mix sport and mystery! 

In 483, Trying Times at St. Frank 's , however , we turned to 
boxin g for a complete change , Thi s '10.S during t he terrible 
aftennath of the scandal caused by the death of Fifth - Forme r 
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'(al l act at a champagne party . st. Frank 1 s in general was in dis 
gr ace, and Frederick Talbot, n Grn.mmarian wbo described himself a.a 
"t he Terro r of the Fifth", ·srote an insulting letter to Archie 
Glentb orn e, who h~d earlier been badly ragg ed by other Grammar ians , 
and another to "Darlin g Feather Brained Fluffy Irene" (~ne rs) at 
Moor View. 

The St . Frank's b oys t ook up the matte r of "satisfaction" and it 
was left in th e capa bl e hands of Ernest La,7Tence to dea l with uthe 
clumsy, towsled-haired, caddish, bulking bully 0 Talbot , who was a 
famous firebrand , was e good boxer, Md had the advantage of great 
weight. 

The fi ght took pl ace in a meadow near the Grammar Schoo l and 
bordering the London road. It was n greo.t sc r ap , desc rib ed in 
Brooks 1 s most vigorouo style , and, of course , Talbot wee deservedly 
thor ough l y thr ashed. But it led to greater thin gs , for Smiling 
Bill Cordon, the famous boring proooter, saw the f i ght and from 
that encounter Lawrence went on to great things in the ri ng, de
voting al l his r.inning purses to help in g St . F'rank 1 s in its finan 
cial hour of need. 

In 543, The J.lyst ery of Study 20 , we a re well int o the famous 
Ezra \ .uirke se ries, with Vic Mason arrivin g to take up his ndw j ob 
as football coach . Anxious to do well , Handy , who puts all the 
b l ame on QUirk e ' s influence, fails badly to i mpress the ex- Villa 
internatio nal centre hal f , and loses his place in the junior team . 

By thi s time the junior XI is bearing a more famil i nr l ook, and 
is : Handforth ; Doyl e , Burton; Kahn, De Valerie , Nick Tro twood ; 
Gr ey , Boots, Nipper, Fullwood 'lnd Pit t. On this occe.sion, at homo, 
St. Frank ' s were beaten, Nipper , Fulwood and Pitt scor in g their 
three goa ls . Tbnnks to his l a ck of concentration, hor,ever , Hri.ndy 
let in four and -.~s dro pped for the Redcliffe game . 

The l ast Gr arn,r.arian incident of the Old Seri e s was in 555, The 
Schoolboy Despot, 11here Guy Sinclair, blackmailing his way in to the 
c a ptaincy of th e ~iest House, goads the juniors to the bounds of 
endurance. Afte r detaining them be releases them "on ba il 11 to 
play at Banni ngton and after soma sharp pr e.ctice 11estrects" the 
11bai l" when the juniors are l ate back. Ward was now the Gr ammarian 
junior skipper, his predecessor having left, but desp i te his great 
l ea dership Nipper (2) and Pitt gnve St . Frank ' s a 3 - 2 win . 

The ol d rivalry was maintnincd in the th r ee New Series i ss ues. 

In Firs t N,S. 31 St. Fran.lc's was under th e Honour System and 
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Fullwood had been trapped by Forrest into believing ill of his 
friend Clive Russell. The juniors, unknown to him, had he lped 
Ful wood, but in N, S . 31 All the fut)d of the Fair, he learned the 
truth, rti th the result that his pla y against the <;rammarians at 
Bannington suffe red and a newcomer, Jenkins, beat Handy in the 
first few minutes. Conscious that th e juniors knew of bis trou-
bles, Fullwood was "a passe nge r" and missed an open go.1.l. 

In the second half, however , he pulled himself together and 
was the archi t ect of an unexpected victory, sco ri ng twice himself 
and making a third goal for !lipper . Fullwood'• second was the 
odd goal in five which won the game. 

And there, fo r the moment, we'll l eave our theme to be 
?2.ntinued in April . 

_QLD BOYS. BOOK CLUB 
LON1XHJ SEOI'ION t Although the weather was inclement, sno,·, and ice, 
a baite r' s dozen assembl ed at the home of Len and Josie Packman for 
the February Meeting . Chief surprise was th e attendance of Haydyn 
Salmon who came from Ipswich to be at his f ir st meeting . Judging 
by his remarks when he l eft they mee tin g , be bad had a t horoughly 
enjoyable time. 

Chairman Roger Jenk i ns pre sided at his first meeting and made 
a very successful effort of it. .'linning th e very fine quiz tha t 
the worthy hosts had compil ed, he also won the School Lotto g,ome, 
which Bob Blythe so success ful runs at the vari ous meetings . Roge r 
also gave a very good account of bis stewardship re the Hamiltonian 
section of th e clu b li brary and was voted more funds to extend in 
th e matter of more books . Bob Blythe also gave a good accoun t of 
the Nelson Lee section. 

Postal member, Percy North, of Basingstoke, Hants, had very 
kindly drawn a map of the surrounding countryside of St . Ninians 
and also had written a treati se on the school and its composer , 
Maxwell Scott . This was read out and spoken about by myself and 
judging by the applause at the conclusion , Nelso n Lee and l1ipper ' s 
first school adventu r es went down very well. 

A very find impromptu talk by Maurice Kutner fo ll owed, how 
we enjoyed this acco unt of how he sta.rted t o collect . Th e only 
matter for regret is that these impromptu t a lks on how collections 
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Vier e sta rted will soon be coming to a n end as nea r ly al l the regu l ar 
at t endance members have given th ei r s. So what about our vast mun-
ber of postal member s vrritin g out an account of how t hey started and 
sen din g i t to me f o r reading out at one of the meetings, go to it. 

Next meeting a t iiood Green on Sunday, March 20th, 4 p.m . sharp . 
Homeward throu gh the sno w with t r easu red memori es of anoth e r good 
gath er ing . 

UNCLE BENJAMIN. 

llOffi'HERN SECTION MEETING1 FEBRUARY 12th 1 1955: J . Br eeze Bentl ey 
in t he chair extended a r,arm welcome to Roger J enkin s who wa.s wi t h 
us fo r bis third annual visit. ·1e were also pleased t o have with 
us aga in St anley Smith up f r om Usk 1 :Jon. 

?..1siness di sposed of we se ttl ed down to listen to Roger gi ve 
his talk 11In t he Remove ?o nn Room". Everyo ne was entertained; so 
will mor C' of you when i t appear s as an article in No. 100. A 
lively di scussion f ol lowe d. '1/e could do with mor e of these for 
t he y giv e an opportunity for a ll to "come i n" . 

After re f re s hment s we had a Bunter Dri v e . Didn ' t I say l as t 
month th a t it wouldn 1 t be l ong befor e th e fatuo us one would be 
mentio ned in that room again . Roger gain e d f irst prize, Stanl ey 
se c ond ; a ha ppy r es ult, 

hn enjoyable evening; wint r y out side, but cordialit y within . 
!iert Meet in g, !Jareb 12th . 

H. L!>CKENllY - Northern 
Sectio n Cor r e's pondent , 

****** 
MIDLAND SECl'ION - JA!IUJ..RY MEETING: This our first mee ting for 1955 
prove d a crowded and enjoy able evenin g thus giving th e Ne\:' Yea r an 
exc e l len t s t a rt, ev en if we did not meet until the very las t day 
of J r.nuary in accordance ·1,i th th e new plan of meeting on th e l a st 
Monday of each month . 

After t he minute s a.11d mat te r s ari s ing , we bega n by wel coming 
two new friends !.Ir. J . L. Handley and hi s so n John . Mr. Handl9YSenior 
bad writt en to t he "Sund ay Expr ess " sugges ti ng t hat Frank Rich a rds 
should ap pea r in the Honour s Lis t ; a proposal with whi ch we ar e 
rncst hea rti l y in ag r eement . 

Dur ing the evening Mr. Handley read to us some very in t eresti ng 
corre spond ence ex cha nge d betw oen Fr a nk Ric ha rds and himself, afte r 
his letter bad appear ed . 
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Before this we had had two or three very enjoyable nonnal 
programme items . These included a Greyf ri ars Quiz and reading from 
the "Holiday Annua l u for 1931, and a raffle . The reading was very 
interesting am.topical as it described how Skimpole had a vision of 
St . Jims in 1999 - a soulless r obotised and regimented community 
which had reminded our Chairman very ouch of th at re ce nt and much 
di scussed horrific pl ay 111984 11

• 

This provoked quite an interesting discussion but one which was 
as not hing compared wit h the bat t . e royal whi ch developed afte r re
freshment time end which was really started by our Tre asu rer Norman 
speoking very highly of Ta lbot Baines Reed . 

His famous sto r ies of the "nineties" are stil l remembere d but 
it was interesting to notice the deep cleavage of opinion on the 
position of the "Hamil ton" Schools as compared with such write rs as 
Reed , Hadath , an d \"/odebouse. 

Of course it is on l y natural to have ones own tastes and pre
fere nces , rut certainly such a discussion as our s he lps to clarify 
ideas and I fo r one quite enjoyed it. 

EDliARD DA VEY, 

******** 
liiERSEYSIDE SEC!'ION !.!EE.TING - FEBBUARY1 1955, On January 16th we 
held our New Year Party, and what a party it was! Talk about fun 
and games , and loads of grub - it had everything. Easily the best 
ever! Thank you Mrs~ Webster and Don for a wonderful evening . 
Waterl oo Bouse is certainly a "home from home" in the truest sense 
of the phr as e. 

Our usual month ly meeting was made unusual because Herbert 
Leckenby honoured us with hie presence. Many of us has not met him 
before and it was a real pleasure to see him and chat with him f or 
t he first time . \Ye tried t o give him a real homel y Merseysi de wel 
come, and we hope t hat Herbe rt thinks ,ve .succeeded . I 1m quite su re 
he went home with tho impression that the t.Iers eyside O. B. B. C. is one 
of the liveliest of bis "children 11• 

The r ecord number of 24 members rallied ro un d to welcome the 
mae stro, and it was a re ally enjoye.ble eve ning . Sir Frederick 
Bowman bru:le Herbert welcome with a deligh tful littl e spee ch, an d 
this wa.s f oll owed by a competition , - 11',ihich thre e c ha r acters of the 
O. B. Books r,ou l d you li ke to have wi. th you if you were mar ooned on a 
desert island? " There wer e some brilliant effo rt s , and sane very 
~riginal ones , bu t our Herbe rt won the competit i on, Md deservi ed ly so. 
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Afte r refreshme nt s we enjoye d ano t her noval competition ca l led 
' 1Equa.tio ns". For e J'ampl e - 11h'bat does Mel lish plus Skimpo l e equal ?" 
Possible answe r - 11A \.'!onn and o. Bookworm", and so on. The number 
of wits in the Club is a.mazi ng ; some of t he ans~·,ere nearlysplit 
our sides, such as - '\ ihat does Gosling pl us Tip equal? " Answer 
Ti psy Gosling" . 

l'hree hour s passed lik e t en mi nutes, then Herbert had to catch 
his train . Thl\.nk y ou for comi ng, Herbert ; we li ked you, we enjoyed 
bAVing you , end we hope you lik e d us . Come agai n soon ! 

To f inish up on a l e ss happy note , ·:1e h~a r that our most ef 
ficient Ron. Secretary I ii'rnnk Case, will not be able to atten d our 
meetings in the future , e xcept on r"l.r e occasions, due to pressu re 
of business . It is h.bsolu t e l y unavoidable, and if it is 1.1 blow t o 
Frank , its an even gre at e r blow to us , bis pals. We all of us here 
h·we a warmth of feel i ng for Frank that goes beyond our i nterest in 
the old books , H& wi l l , of course, remnin a staunc h member of the 
Club, but the thought of not having his cheerful , f riendly company 
at our meoting s is most shatte r ing. A mee t i ng of the O. B. B.C. with -
out Fron k C:,,se n i l! seem li ke Liverpoo l F. C. without Bill y Liddell . 

FRANK UNHJN. -__ , _______ -- --- ------ -- --- ---,,-
iJl'rED: The following Gems, 1337 , 1338 , · 1379 , 1380 , 1381 , 1663 . 

Willb uy or excha nge fo r Gems betwee n 1339- 1448 . Al so wanted 3. 0.L ' s 
and Monster Libr ar ies . State Numbers and Prices require d. t::.L.LErTEY, 
27 !!BAT.HER CLOSE, KINGSWOOD, BRISTOL. 

lfANrED: 11PLUCKS11 con t ai ning "Specs" , 11Cookey Scrubbs 11 and "Messen -
ger Boy", stories . State numbers , price nnd condi t ion . J . JEYES, 
108 ADN1'!'1' ROAD, NOH!'HA!.!Pi'ON. 

1/A}.'rED: !,E;[_ Copies of "Chips " bet ween years 1914 and 1920 (inclu 
sive) GOOD CotlDrrION 01/LY. 2/ 6 each of fered . L. PACKMAli, 

27 ARCHDALE ROAD.! .. EAST .DUWI? H '· . LO!':n.°.~, ~'. ~'..~?: .. 
: AJll'ED: Sex to n Blake Libr ary (Firs t and Second Series onl y) . Your 
prico paid fo r good copies. Seria l Numbers Md Ser i es to :
J OSEPHillE P,, c!CMA)!, . 27 ... ARCHDALE ROAD, EAsr ])ULL'ICH, LONDON, s .• E.22 • . 

S!.LE - Capta i ns Vols . 3. 7.; Chatter b ox 1922; H.A. 19 351 Many Othe rs , 
s,o , e . li st . L. M. ALLEN, 3 Montgomery Dr ive , Sheff ield , 7. 

t))Jll .f.lll~o_, _j, 1)0, THE NU!lll33R TO RE!lEl.!BER. 
M.,._A 'IORJJ, AS USUAL. 
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L ETTER BOX 

Rose Lawn, ICingsgate, Broad.stai r s, Kent . 
24th Febru nry , 1955, 

Dear Herbert Leckenby , 
llany th olJ8h belat ed thanks for the C,D. The "Punch " article 

was extremely amusing ; and s hows a knowledge of the su bject much 
to th e cr edit of Mr , Young, who hath a pretty wit . It was a real 
pleasu r e t o r ead it both i n t he C, D, and in Punch, which is not 
a lways so bright , In fact, if I had wnnted a paper f or the train 
t hat week , I shou l d certain l y ha ve been able to pack a go od Punch ! 

!lo doubt you may have hear d that t he 2/6 editi ons of the Tom 
Kerr y books ar e now published, and t hese a re to be fo l lowed by new 
To• Merry books in sim ilar editions , th e fi re t of which wi ll be 
"Tom Merry and Co. , Carnvanne rs" in wbio b lle.rtin Cliffo rd reve l s in 
roaming the Engli s h countrysides no lon ge r, al as ! in person , but 
ve r y enjoyab l e all the same, "J ack of All Tr ades" is a lso rep r i nt ed 
at 2/6, and this may be 'f ollowed by further "Jack " bo oks , now under 
discus si on. For some r e as on, which reall y no fe ll ow can understn.nd , 
the new editions a re marlced 7/6, but they are sold a t 2/6, s o th a t 
is all ri gh t, t holl8h a li tt le perp lexing . Or.e of these days , I 
hope, everything I writ e will come out at ha lf-a-crown : but th at 
may be a lon g way ahead yet . 

Kindest regnrde, Yours very since rely, 

FRA1''K RICHARDS. 

****** 
C.H. CHAPliAII' S TR!l!Ul'E TO THE LATE R.J. IIACDONALD, 25 , l, 55, 

Dear A!.r. Leck en by, 
I have only just heard from Yr s. Macdonald, 
He vras in the ea r ly 70 1 s , and has be en co nne ct ed with the 

' A, P, 1 fo r well over 50 years to ID/I kn owledge , 
~s you know he illue t rated the Gem after Warwick Reyno l ds die d 

and continued unt il 1940 , almost m t hout a br eak from 1911, I 
really eta rt ed i llu st r at ing the J.!agnet in 1912, but he (Macdona l d), 
ha rdly mis sed, year in ar.d year out, until we part ed in 1940, Joll y, 
t a ll and hefty, he hardly l ooked lik e an ar tist, every body lik ed 
hi m and his br ee zy outlo ok , He was a great admi r er of t he l a te 
1 Gordon I Br owne and his work was undoubt edly infl ue nced by his 
style , and what illustra t or could have a fi ner prototype? Be ,vas 
_known to all as ''llac" , and th at des crib ed him exactly, C. H.CHAP!.IAN, 
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(Here is an extract from another lette r from 14r. Jukes of 
Bour nemouth, referred to in Hamiltoniana. 

And I om delighted to be able to say that llr. J ukes has vol
unteered to write an article for the next Annua l. That 1s some
thing to look forwe.rd to , for you al l love anything writ ten fr«IJ 
inside. H. L. ) 

"I was especi a lly interested in Leonard Paclcman ' a article on 
comic cbaractel"S in the Annual. Lack of time prevented me from 
informing you in my last letter that I hnvo been a con t ri butor to 
the AP regularly .md continuously ever since 1933 . My visit years 
before to the sanctum of RAB sowed the seed in my youthful breaat 
and in "'if teens I we.e se lli ng little single joke sketc hes to the 
Merry a.nd Bright and the Favourite. 5/- a time we got for them 
ar:d wonderfu l practice it was too. In those days a one F. C.G. 
Cordwell was the Edi tor and he wae very helpful to the young b
ginner who sc ri bbled away in Binningham. Fee ling "'if vlings I then 
branched out to the old Jester which was under the guidance of 
Stanley J. Gooch who is now the Edi to r of Radio .tU.D and TV Fun . 
This Edi tor gathered a bunch of young artiste toge:ther and before 
the war turned out Funny Wonder, Jes t er, Tip Top , Jingles, \·11th 
Radio Fun to follow later. For some years I did the Arthur Askey 
front along \nth other artists. For various reasons it was nec
essary to duplicate an artists work from time to time, a chap baa 
to have a cold sometime or an operation etcl Alfie the Air Tramp 
in the Joke r was done by me fo r about four or five years and I ei:n 

pleased to know the final cop i es of Chips carried some reprints of 
this hardy character. Still in this vein I orginated Ben and Bert 
th e Kid Cops who ran for quite a while in the Funny Wonder. I a l so 
did Dinkum the Dog Detective until he moved e l sewhere. Incidentally 
if any of your comic paper enthusiasts ca.re to examine the aeries 
Roland Butter and Hammond Dagg• which ran in the Butterfly in 1922 
they will see in this technique tho breakil18 away from the old 
style of penmanship of Tom Browne whioh, in ' 22 wea getting dated. 
Many of us were being influenced by Loo Cheney, Gilbert Wilkinso n 
n."ld George Whitolaw in tho old Passing Show. They in their turn 

kr~:o~ra~!r~it!!w~~~m!~~=n=~~:i ;:s;!~t ~~: ~h~1!~ti!r!sVil-
wbo encouraged · them ar e to be praised for I know how heartening it 
can b o to work for a man who ia keen to try new featureR and ideas. 
It will b e seen that the comic paper has undergone a radical change 
during the last year or two~ The old s l apstick days are over . The 
Biff Bang Wallop has given way to a refining process which includes 
yards of space sh1p stuff with female characters thrown in. 11 


